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UNDERSTANDING UPSTATE
Shor t  Documen ta r y

O n  a  h o t  s u m m e r  n i g h t  i n  t h e  c r a m p e d  b a c k  r o o m  o f  a  B r o o k l y n  b a r,
 J i m  S e a r c h ,  r e c o r d e d  h i s  d e b u t  c o m e d y  a l b u m ,  U p s t a t e  U n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  
T h e  d o c u m e n t a r y ,  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  U p s t a t e ,  e x a m i n e s  h o w  J i m ’s  c o m e d y  h a s  
d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  1 0  y e a r s  b y  j u x t a p o s i n g  h i s  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  
k i d  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  B i n g h a m t o n ,  N Y,  t o  l i v i n g  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  i n  C r o w n  H e i g h t s ,  
B r o o k l y n ,  a n d  g i v e s  y o u  a  l o o k  a t  a l l  t h e  w o r k ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  h u s t l e  
t h a t  g o e s  i n t o  s e l f - p r o d u c i n g  a n  a l b u m .   

T h e  � l m  i s  s p l i t  i n t o  f o u r  s e c t i o n s .  “ O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  A l b u m ”,  f e a t u r e s  J i m  
g u i d i n g  y o u  t h r o u g h  a  t o u r  o f  B i n g h a m t o n  a s  h e  r e c o u n t s  w h a t  l i f e  w a s  l i k e
 a s  a  y o u n g  k i d  U p s t a t e .  “ B i n g h a m t o n  t o  B r o o k l y n ” c o n t i n u e s  t h e  t o u r  a n d  
m o v e s  o n t o  C r o w n  H e i g h t s ,  B r o o k l y n ,  w h e r e  J i m  h a s  m a d e  h i s  a d u l t  h o m e
 f o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e .  T h e s e  � r s t  t w o  s e c t i o n s  g i v e  a  p e a k  i n t o  w h e r e  J i m  p u l l s
 i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  h i s  l i f e ,  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  t o  c r a f t  h i s  c o m e d y  i n t o  h i s  
f u l l - l e n g t h  a l b u m .  “ P u t t i n g  i t  A l l  To g e t h e r ” d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l  m a k i n g  
o f  t h e  a l b u m ,  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a r t ,  t h e  m u s i c ,  a n d  t h e  t e a m  t h a t  
a l l  h e l p e d  p u t  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  U p s t a t e  o n  t h e  m a p .

T h e  c l o s i n g  s e c t i o n ,  “ L e t ' s  G e t  P h y s i c a l ” d i s s e c t s  w h y,  i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
m o r e  d i g i t a l  a g e ,  J i m  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  o u t  h i s  a l b u m  o n t o  t h r e e  d i � e r e n t  
p h y s i c a l  m e d i u m s ,  a n d  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a c t u a l l y  h o l d  a n d  
p h y s i c a l l y  p l a y  h i s  o w n  a r t .  
 

Synops i s

De ta i l s

Con tac t

R u n t i m e  -  3 0 : 1 8
A s p e c t  R a t i o  -  1 6 : 9
S h o o t i n g  F o r m a t  -  D i g i t a l
F i l m  C o l o r  -  C o l o r
D i r e c t e d  b y  -  R o b  A d l e r
P r o d u c e r  b y  -  J i m  S e a r c h  a n d  R o b  A d l e r  

FROM UPSTATE  TO ON-S TAGE

J i m  S e a r c h  
C :  2 1 6 . 5 1 3 . 7 9 8 5  
E :  j i m s e a r c h c o m e d y @ g m a i l . c o m  

R o b  A d l e r  
C :  7 6 3 . 2 3 4 . 3 3 4 3   
E :  b r o o k l y n f r e q u e n c y @ g m a i l . c o m  



De ta i l s

DIRECTOR - ROB ADLER

R o b  A d l e r  i s  a  B r o o k l y n - b a s e d  p r o d u c e r  a n d  d i r e c t o r  w h o  w o r k s  
u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  " B r o o k l y n  F r e q u e n c y."  M o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  
h i s  t i m e  i s  s p e n t  h e l p i n g  o t h e r  a r t i s t s  b r i n g  t h e i r  v i s i o n  t o  l i f e ,  
b u t  b e t w e e n  d i r e c t i n g  � l m s ,  e d i t i n g  p o d c a s t s ,  a n d  p r o d u c i n g  
m u s i c  v i d e o s ,  h e  � n d s  t i m e  t o  c r e a t e  h i s  o w n  a l b u m s  a n d  v i d e o s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d i r e c t i n g  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  U p s t a t e ,  R o b  a l s o  r e c o r d e d ,  
e d i t e d ,  a n d  p r o d u c e d  J i m ’s  a l b u m ,  U p s t a t e  U n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  R o b
h a s  b e e n  a n  a c t i v e  a u d i o  p r o d u c e r  f o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e ,  a n d  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  U p s t a t e  i s  h i s  � r s t  s h o r t  f o r a y  i n t o  s h o r t  
d o c u m e n t a r y  � l m m a k i n g .  A l o n g  w i t h  e d i t i n g  t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y ,  
R o b  a l s o  c r e a t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  m o t i o n  g r a p h i c s  a n d  s p e c i a l  e � e c t s  
a n d  s c o r e d  t h e  � l m .    

COMEDIAN - JIM SEARCH

B iog raph ie s

Jim Search is a comedian, writer, human being, and 
director. He was a semi-�nalist in NBC’s Stand Up For 
Diversity. Also, he appeared in the Milwaukee Comedy
Festival, Hoboken Comedy Festival, and the Fun Fun Fun
Fest in Austin, TX. Search co-hosts the podcast Swatches
And Boomboxes with Neil Charles. He also hosts his own 
show Open Bar Talk With Jim Search, both available 
on iTunes and Stitcher.

In 2019, he wrote the book Grad School: A $70,000 
Phone Charger, an autobiographical account of his 
debt-ridden adventures in graduate school. The book was 
released independently and sold over 1,000 copies to date. 
He wrote and directed the play Jessie The Cat�sh: A 
Comedy, which has been performed across New York City. 
Also, he co-hosts a monthly stand-up show with Veronica 
Garza and Muddy Waters at Union Street Pub in Brooklyn.
Jim also hosts a hip-hop trivia show Trivmatic located at
 Bierwax. Jim also can whip up an amazing steak, 
ask him about it, and he will tell you. 
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